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Cam fuerir famulos, proprio; mercatus in uſus; | 
- Ut ſervos dicas, homines tamen «ſe memento. Caro. 


Haſt purchas'd Servants, to attend thy Will? | g 
A Slave though each, thy Fellow Creature ſtill. 
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| Sold by W. Rina Dsox, Royal Exchange; J. Muzzars 
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HE AFRICAN Stays-TaaDr, 
an Object of the higheſt ] Im- 


portance to all Europe, and particu- 
larly to the Britiſh. Nations; having 
lately attracted the ſerious Attention 


of Parliament; and .conſequently 
produced numberleſs Publications ; 
whether in the Shape of Pamphlets, 
or of Letters in the News-Papers; the 
following Remarks, made by a Per- 
ſon of equal Benevolence and Inti- 
macy with the Subject, were printed 
laſt June on two Sheets of Paper, and 
_ circulated to ſome of the Members of 
both Houſes, as well as ſhown to a 
few private Friends, 
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The ſole Deſign of this Republi- 
cation is, to evince at once the Were/- 
fity of a Trade fo indiſputably advan- 
tageous to theſe Kingdoms; and the 
Needl:ſſneſs of continued Examination 
of Evidences before the Houſe of 

Commons. 


The Say Effet, however, not 
having taken Place; and the Aﬀair 
being revived this Seſſion, with double 
Energy it proves expedient, to lay 
before the Public at large, thoſe incon- 
trovertible Remarks in Defence of the 
Planters and Merchants; nay, of the 
whole Community; propertionab] y 
intereſted in the Event of this Cauſe, 

| and 


Gn.) 


and in the Precluſion of Popular Er- 
ror;; while Juſtice and Humanity con- 
ſpice, to ſubſtantiate the Dangers, 
the univerſal Dangers, that would ariſe | 
from the Abolition of a Trade, de- 
monſtrably conducive to the Advan- 


tage and Happineſs of all concerned. 


Peculiarly is it now indiſpenſable 
to offer theſe Remarks, to the cool 
and candid Public; and, withall pru- 
dent Fervor, to recommend a ſpeedy 
Concluſion to this very grievous, as 
unavailing, Inquiſition (rather than 
Enquiry) into the Slave-Trade ; eſpe- 
cially becauſe Letters, lately arrived 
from the Britiſh Colonies, are full of 
ä alarm- 


on —— CO lt + —— — oO — l! 


(4) 
_  atarming apprehenſions, from the in - 
ſolent Behaviour of the Negroes, that | 


ſuch Inſurrections are apparently 
threatened, as, in one Night's Time, 


4 


may cut off,” the Bulk of the White 
People, in more than one of the 
Iſlands.“ 


#1 
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F 
„ 


If Mr. Wilberforce and his Family were now at | 
Grenada; he would tremble each Night at the impen- 


ding Danger; and fink with Sorrow, for the Miſchief | 
already brought on the Iſlands, principally by his Means, 
Ly | 972 | 
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REMARKs on the Reſolutions of the Pl AxTERSõ, 
MERCHANTS, and Others, intereſted in the 
WesT-Inpits, at their Meeting in the 
London-Tavern, on the 19th May, 1789; 

with other. Obſervati ons, on the propoſed 
Abolition of the Negro-Trade.. 


LTHOUGH the Remarker moſt 
ſincerely joined in theſe Reſolutions, 


as proper at the Time; and thinks the Pub- 


lie endebted to thoſe Gentlemen, who were 
at the Trouble of forming them, ſo much 
to their own. Honour, and to the Benefit 
of the Community ; yet many Matters are 


ſtill wanting to impreſs, on the Minds of 


the People of this Country, the N Saler 
of the Negro- Trade. 

It would be ſuperfluous to 3 
the different Reſolves, diſtinctly ſet forth 
in the Papers of the 2oth May; and it may 
be ſufficient to add to them, in the Order 


in which they ſtand; 
1. 


g 
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ih 
| prietors, in the Sugar-Colonies, have not 


an equal Right to be protected in their Pro- 


(6) 
I. That no Man can ſatisfactorily tell, 


how it happened, that the Creator of all 


Things decreed the Inhabitants of Africa to 
be black, for what Purpoſe they were ſo 
created, how they were to be governed; 


and in what Manner they were to act their 


reſpective Part in the World, 
11. That there cannot be much Difficul- 


ty to prove, by an Examination of the 
Negroes themſelves in the Iſlands, their 
being much happier in the Weſt-Indies, 


than they were in their own Country; 


where, in all Probability, they groaned un- 


der much worſe Slavery, nay, under the 


Terrors of Death, 
III. That any Trade to Aries, except 


for the Purchaſe of Negroes, is of very 


little Importance to this Country ; and but 

a very few Ships can be loaded back, with 

any of the Articles it produces. 
Iv. That it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, the Pro- 


| perty, with the Subjects of Great-Britain ; 


ina Trade, hitherto ſo univerſally approved 


and encouraged. 


V. 


1 
V. That, if the Planters were diſpoſſeſ- 


ſed of their Property; it would be abſolute- 


ly contrary to the Faith of all Charters and 
Acts of Parliament, granted for the Pro- 
tection of the Colonies, and for the n 
Benefit of this Country. 

VI. That the Capital of Seventy Milſions 


Sterling, due to the Proprietors in the Weſt- 
Indies, is not exaggerated ; of which a very ; 


large Part is owing, to the innumerable 
Creditors, alike of the Planters * *. 
chants. 

VII. That not only the Amount of theſe 
Seventy Millions, which is a dead Stock to 
the Proprietors, and the Fund for Weſt-In- 
dia-Produce, ſo much wanted in Europe, 
is in itfelf of the utmoſt Moment; but it 
lays the Foundation of an extenfive Com- 
merce to this Country, in which the Land- 


holders, the Manufacturers, the Ship-Baild- 


ers; many important Branches of Trade 
and Navigation ; and, in ſhort, the 'De- 


fence of theſe Kin Ne k are TING 


connected. 
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VIII. That it is inipraRticable to culti- 
vate the Lands in the Weſt - Indies, by any 
other Sort of People, than the Negroes. 
IX. That, if a ſufficient Increaſe of Ne- 
groes, a fortieth Part, which is wanted 
yearly to maintain the preſent Strength of 
the Iſlands, can neither be procured nor 
permitted ; the Cultivation, of Sugar and 
other Articles, muſt of Courſe dwindle in 
a few Years, and the eee turn 
into waſte Land..  _ .- -. N52 Y 

X. That there 1 is not a Doubt of the Ne- 


cellity, of a yearly Importation of Negroes; 


as the'Births are very inadequate, to keep 
up the indiſpenſable Number. - The want 
of à larger Proportion of women, is one 
great Cauſe; beſide epidemical Diſorders, 
and'other Diſaſters ; particularly, the Hur- 
ricanes, which often ſweep numberleſs Ne- 
ee away in one Night, _ 

XI. That to depend on the internal Ne- 


e for a Supply of Labourers, 


would be abſurd, after the Proof given in 


to the Privy-Council. But it would be 


ſtrange indeed, if the Annuitants, Widows, 
Infants, 


189 

Infants, and all other Creditors of Weſt - 
India-Planters and Merchants, were left to 
depend on that vague Trial. Many of the 
Widows, Infants, and Others, would, in 
ſuch Event, be left to ſtarve : for, however 
great the Opulence of the Weſt-India-Plant- 
er may be thought ; yet, when the Produce 
of his Eftate falls off but one tenth Part, 


and it frequently falls off one Half, even, 


with a complete Quantity of Negroes; it 
becomes impoſſible for him to anſwer his 
Payments. What then muſt be the Con- 
ſequence, when he is deprived of Three 
Negroes yearly in every Hundred, in the 
common Courſe of Mortality; which, in 
fifteen Years, reduces his Number about 
one Half; without reckoning” the many 
Calamities that happen, and which 'may 
fairly be computed to leave him poſſeſſed of 
only Forty Negroes, inſtead of One Hun- 


dred, in the Courſe of fifteen Years? +, 


XII. That the Manufa&urers, Ship-Build- 
ers, &c. will be materially affected, is maſt 
certain; as there is not in Britain, a ma- 
nufecturing Town, which does not furniſh 

; C Articles 


n 

Artieles to the Iſlands. Sball theſe induſ- 
trious Workmen, and their Families, be left 
to ſtarve? And how are they otherwiſe to 
be ſupported ? Shall Ship-Puilding ceaſe ? 
How are the Thouſands in that Branch to 
be employed? Are they, with their Nives 
and Infants, to be left raked and hungry? 
What is to become of the 21,000 Sailors, 
engaged in the African and Weſt-India- 
Trade? Are they alſo to be reduced to Idle- 
neſs, Poverty, and Diſtreſs? What ſhall 
become of our Nurſery for Seamen? How 
are our Ships of War to be manned, to 
guard this Ifland in the Time of War? 
How ſhall Great-Britain maintain her Con- 
ſequence in the World, without Ships and 
Seamen? How can ſhe retain her Eaſt-India- 
Trade, and how ſhall ſhe be preſerved from 
becoming a Province? 

The landed Property of Great-Britain 
muſt alſo be deeply endangered; if the Ma- 


| nufacturers, the Ship-wrights, Rope-Ma- 


| kers, Sail-Makers, Blackſmiths, Handicrafts 
of every Denomination, | Sailors, &c. are 
rendered idle: all which may. collectively be 

5-10 computed, 
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the (nine or ten Millions of the) People 
of Great- Britain and Ireland. Thus great- 
ly as we are dependant on the Weſt-Indies, 


the Reſult would be dreadful. What other 


Trade have we of any Magnitude, beſide 
the Weſt- India? Only the Eaſt-India, the 
Newfoundland (peculiarly connected with 
the Iſlands) and the Baltic; ſome to the 
Mediterranean ; the Coal and Coaſting- 
Trade: all the Branches together, not em- 
ploying a double Number of Sailors, to what 
is engaged in the African and Weſt-India- 
Trade. — If all theſe various Work. people 
are deprived of their uſual Buſineſs, how 
is the Landlord to be paid the Rent of his 
Houſes ? Beſides, there is a large Expor- 
tation of Flour, Biſcuit, Oats, Beans, Peaſe, 
and other Grain, continually made to. the 
Iſlands ; which, added to the Proviſion ex- 
pended in Shipping and for the Negroes, is 
not a ſmall Part of the Produce of Britain, 
particularly connected with the landed In- 
tereſt | of this Country. With regard to 
Ireland, ſhall her extenſive Export of Pro- 
C 2 viſions 


computed, to conſtitute one fifth Part of 
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17 | 
viſions be prevented, whoſe Trade is chiefly 
to the Weſt-Indies ? Shall that Country be 
left to furniſh; only France and To with 


her Articles? 


If the Weſt· India Trade is left to dwindle 


One- fortieth Part, Year after Year; and, 


at the End of Forty Years (as fairly to be 
computed) totally annihilated ; whar is to 
replace the Revenue of near Two Millions 
of Money, paid in Duties for Sugar, &c. 
to the Exigences of the State; while that 
Revenue is every Year diminiſhing ? Ate 
we to be deprived of the Uſe of Sugar and 
Rum, or muſt we import them from France 


at a double Coſt? Would it not injure in a 


great Degtee, the Trade to the Eaſt-Indies, 
and render the Uſe of Tea inſupportable? 
XIII. That the Value of Britiſh and other 
Articles, exported to the Iflands and Africa, 
taken from the Cuſtom-Houſe- Books, 18 
very uncertain; from the Impoſſibility of a 


Knowledge of the Merchants“ Invoices, 


which the Cuſtom- Houſe- Clerks cannot 
have Acceſs to, and muſt be greatly under- 
rated. 
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rated. But taking them as Rated, at the 
Sum of — _ £2,396,959 
The Imports from theColomies 


and Africa, at the Sum of 5,506,871 


This latter may be tolerably 
right, but muſt be conſidered 
under what it actually is; and, 
in-taking the ſmaller Sum from 
the larger, it leaves 3,199,912 
It will be thought myſterious, what be- 
comes of the laſt Sum: People, not conver- 
ſant in Trade, cannot eaſily anſwer, It is 
therefore neceſſary to inform the Public, 
that the Three Millions, and near TWo 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, are all expend- 
ed in Duties to the State, in Freights to the 
Ships, Wages to Sailors, Proviſions; for 
Enſurance, Merchants' and Brokers Com- 
miſſion, Coopers Wages, Wharfingers, 
Lighterage, Porters, and many others con- 


nected with the Trades; beſide the Intereſt 


of Money: For there is not a Doubt of the 
do holes being expended in this Country, and 
and that the Planters have only a bare Main- 
tenance, out of the general Maſs. The 

Calculation 
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Calculation of the 2,306,959, of Goods, &c. 
exported, muſt be wrong ; it ought to ſtand 
at near 3,000,000: which is the Sum, that 
ariſes on the 70, ooo, ooo of Property, ſunk 
in Weſt · India -Eſtates; making not quite 
CA. 10s. per Cent. per Annum, to the Plant- 
ers, for Payment of every Exigence many 
of whom are under the Neceſſity of bor- 
rowing Money at 6 per Cent. and none un- 
der Five. 

If it were not, that proſperous Crops 
happen in ſome Years; the Planters would 
inevitably be undone : but, in general, they 
are greatly in Debt to the Merchants, An- 
nuitants, and others, with whom they are 
connected. Theſe Gentlemen-Planters 
therefore merit Compaſſion, rather than to 
be loaded with aught oppreſſive. They 


are but very few, who come to live in Eng- 


land, compared to the whole; and this 
owing to the Debt they labour under. They 
are, in a Manner, as much baniſhed from 
their native Country, as the Negroes are 
n hears; and it would be an Act of the 

greateſt 


( 15 ) 
greateſt Barbarity, to add to the Oppreflion, 


which their Situation occaſions. | 

XIV. The Tonnage of Ships, employed 
in the Weſt-India and African Trade, 1s 
probably well ſtated at 249,351 Tons; which 
occupies the 21,000 Sailors. 

XV. That the Weft-India and African 
Trade i is a Nurſery for Seamen, is proved 
by the conſtant Application of Parents, to 
the Merchants, and to the Captains of the 
Ships in theſe Voyages; entreating to have 
their Sons taken, as Apprentices. Beſides, 
the Voyages are uſually ſhort ; and enure 


the young men by Degrees, to a warm Cli- 


mate: which prepares them for Eaſt-India- 
Voyages, and to face the moſt formidable 
Enemy, in any Part of the Globe. This 
Introduction to a ſca-faring Employment, 
is Humanity to our own Kindred; as it pre- 
vents Idleneſs, the Root of all Evil; and ſaves 

many from the Gibbet. 8 
XVI. That the French give Bounties to 
their Ships, fitted for the African Trade; 
about 35s. per Ton, (which, on Ships of 
300 Tons, is £525) is unqueſtionable. 
i" of And, 


(6) 


And, ſtill more; they give a Premium on the 
Negroes, imported into their Iflands, of £6 


to ¶ io each; according to the Age and Qua- 


lity of the Males and Females. 


It has always been underſtood, that the 


French are a wiſe and provident Nation, 
ever. attentive to their.Intereſt and Com- 
morce; with the View to gain an Aſcend- 
ency over the Navy of Britain. It is, there- 
fore, incumbent on the Miniſiry of this 
Country to watch, with a guarded Eye, every 
Movement of every Riva; ſuch Attention 
being eſſential to the Defence, and Preſerva- 
tion, of our ineſtimable Liberty. 5 60 

XVII. That the Spaniards alſo give En- 
couragement to the Importation of Negroes, 
is well known. They do it in a very ſin- 
gular Way, by admitting Ships of all Na- 
tions free; which in any other Sort of Traf- 
fic they do not permit, unleſs when driven 
to the utmoſt Neceſſity for Proviſions. 
Their Negroes not only work in the Field, 
but alſo in the Mines; nor can Spain find 


Bread for her Inhabitants, or that King- 
dom maintain its Dignity in Europe, with- 


out 


1 
out the Riches of Peru ; more than Britain 
her Importance without Commerce. 

XVIII. That the Americans continue the 
Negro- Trade is obvious, from the frequent 
Enſurances made in London, on their Ships 
and Cargoes to Africa; and on this Negroes 
back to North America, 

XIX. That the Declaration of the 27 
niſter to make no Compenſation to the Plant - 
ers, Merchants, Manufacturers,  Annui- 
tants, Widows, Orphans, and the nume- 
rous Creditors, dependant on the Ve- In- 
dia-Trade, is alarming, unjuſt; nay, big 
with Miſchief ; a direct Violation of Royal 
Charters, and a Breach of the Faith of Par- 
liament! Surely Mr. Pitt was miſunder- 
ſtood? A Gentleman of his Penetration, 
could not be ſo unguarded; but it is affirm- 
ed, he ſpoke to that Effect. However, if 
he did, he could only mean to regret, what 
would be out of his Power to perform 
having judiciouſly as equitably declared, on 
the Subject of a former Bill; © that he ever did, 
and ever would invariably hold the Maxim, 
that private Property ſhould be ſacred; that 
no Whim, Scheme, or Meaſure, ought to 

| D be 
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be ſanctiſied by Parliament; which took 
away the Right of any Man, without ma- 
king him a Compenſation for the Loſs.“ If 
the Commerce to Africa and the Weſt-Indies 
were ſtopped, the Means of Compenſation 
would ceaſe, unleſs the Landholder were 
mulctedꝰ of near Half his Property yearly. 
The Payment of Seventy Millions to the 
Planters, Merchants, Traders, &c. is 85 
alone in Queſtion: A yearly Loſs of 8 

Millions. would ariſe to the bak 7 ONT 
Ship-builders, and a long Train of work- 
ing People, who would be thrown out of 


Employment ; including the Loſs to the 
State, of the Duty ariſing from the Trade. 


What other Occupation could be found for 
the various Claſſes of the Community, who 
would be rendered idle? Vould net all this 
be dreadful? Does the Miniſter think this 
will be endured? Is he blind to all the 
Conſequences of ſuch Conduct? Should 
not Humanity, for the Widows and Infants 


of his own Country, have rather dictated 


Mercy and Compaſſion for them? Does he 


conſider how many Thoulangy, nay Mil- 


* Or taxed Six Shillings more in the Pound. 


lions, 


— — 


( 19 ). 
lions, of working People, will be not only 
rendered uſeleſs, but undone ? Can he 1ma- 
gine, the Planters will ſubmit to ſuch ini- 


quitous Treatment ; and that the Mer- 


cbants, with the numerous Creditors depen- 
dant on them, will reſt quiet under ſuch 
overwhelming Opprefiion ? Is it not clearly 


demonſtrable, that the /anded Intereſt of 


this Kingdom would allo be deeply affected, 
and at laſt be made anſwerable for the im- 
menſe Loſs, to every Individual? The Mi- 


niſter is humbly admoniſhed, to look back to 


what happened ſome Years ago, when the 
Americans, on a paltry Stamp-Duty's being 
laid upon them, threw off their Allegiance 
to this Country; and the Acts of Parlia- 


ment, then adopted, proved of nv Avail. 


He would do well to conſider, that the great 
Armies ſent to America, were of no Effect; 
and that, in the Year 1775, it was predicted, & 
that, if certain Meaſures were not guarded 
againſt, bad Conſequences would ariſe ; which 
fatally did, ſome Years afterwards. Does 


he expect, that any Act of Parliament will 


dee Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter for January, 1776. 
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compel the Planters, to manage their Eſtates 


in a new Way, deprived of the Means of 


Cultivation? Or does he mean to ſend Ships 
and Armies, to force them to let their Pro- 
perty dwindle, Year after Year; abſolutely 


into Nothing, Twenty or Thirty Years 
hence? And all this for what? Is it to gra- 


tify the Vbim and Infatuation of his Friend 
Mr. Wilberforce, under the Notion of Hu- 


manity, to a Race of People, of whom we 


know little, and are uncertain whether the 
Purchaſe of them 1s not a Relief, from the 
greateſt Slavery and Bondage in their own 
Country? The Miniſter ſhould maturely 
weigh the Inhumanity and Diſtreſs, that 
would ariſe to the People of this Nation, if 
ſo extenſive and neceſſary a Trade were to 


be aboliſhed. He ought to be the Protector 


of its Wealth and Inbabitants. He, that does 
not take Care of his own Houſehold, is worſe 


than an Infidel. — If the Miniſter were to 


force down an Act, to expunge the Public 
Funds; it ſhould not occaſion a greater Fer- 
ment. Not a Hundredth, nay, not a 
Thouſandth, Part of the Community, is ſo 

dependant 
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6 
dependant on the Stability of them; as the 
Numbers in genteel Life, on Trade; be- 
ſide the Hundreds of Thouſands, of manu- 

facturing and other working People, em- 
ployed in it. Theſe induſtrious Labourers 
would be but little injured, by the Anni- 
hilation of the Funds; they could ſtill work 
on, if the Miniſter would give them Leave 
to furniſh Materials, for the Uſe of the 
Plantations ; whereas the Loſs to the Szock- 
Holders would be felt, only by the opulent 
and eaſy; many of whom could then 
return to Buſineſs. But Heaven forbid, that 
ſuch a Calamity ſhould ever happen! It 
would involve many, befide Widows and 
Orphans, connected with the Funds, in the 
utmoſt Miſery ; nay, would abſolutely de- 
prive them of Subſiſtence. | 

Has the Miniſter conſidered, by what 
Means the Petitions to Parliament, againſt the 
Negro-Trade, have been obtained? Does he 
think, that the Signature of Eight Hundred 
ignorant, deluded, People in a manufactus- - 
ring Town, was done voluntarily? Or, if 
there were a Hundred ſuch Petitions ; can 

he 


| 6 
he imagine, the Petitioners were Judges of 
what they were doing? Will it admit of 
the leaſt Belief, that a working Man will 
write away his Bread knowingly, and leave 
his Vie and Family to ſtarve? Has he taken 
into Conſideration, what other Trade theſe 
induſtrious Workmen are to find out, and 
how they are to be employed? Would he 
ſend them all to the Plough, to earn ſix or 
eight Shillings each per Week, when, by 
their own ingenious Work, they can gain a 
Guinea or two? Is this Humanity? Muſt 
the Families of theſe admirable Artificers be 
reduced, from a creditable Way of living, 
to Penury and Yretchedneſs? Has he can- 
didly examined the Petitions preſented ta 
Parliament, on the other Side of the Queſ- 
tion? He might ſay, if he ſaw nat the pal- 
pable Abſurdity, that the Planters and 
Merchants are particularly intereſted, and 
that therefore they ought not to be regard- 
ed:—Is he not poſſeſſed of Petitions from the 
wealthy Manufacturers, Shipbuilders, Han- 
dicraft-Employers, and many others, all 


connected with the Staple-Articles of this 
Country, 
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Country, and ſo, proper Judges of its Com- 


merce? Shall one Individual, or any par- 
ticular Set of Men, Nor IN TRADE, who 
have taken an ideal, a bewr/dered, Opinion 
of Humanity into their Heads, and, unfor- 
tunately for Britain, impoſed on the Mi- 
niſter—ſhall they ſtand in Competition with 


the intelligent Merchant and Trader of this 


Metropolis, and with all thoſe in every 
other capital Export-City and Town in 
Britain? Has he conſulted any one Mer- 
cant or Trader of Importance, what Plan is 
to be laid down in the Room of the Weft- 
India, and African Trade, where ſo many 
Thouſands are connected? The Planters 
are indeed told, that they muſt deviſe a new 
Scheme of cultivating their Eſtates ; that 
the Negroes, they now have, are ſufficient, 


until Children be born and grow to Matu- 
' rity. What is their Anſwer? No: Our 
Eſtates would be rendered uſeleſs in the 


mean Time, and, in the Courſe of Twenty 


or Thirty Years, turned into waſte Land. 
It would be ſome Conſolation to the Plant- 


ers, if it were propoſed to ſend amongſt 


them, 
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them, Twenty Thouſand . Women, at the t 
public Expence ; of whoin, it is admitted, | 
the Iſlands are in great Want. But this 
would not do immediately ; ; as it takes fif- 
teen to twenty Years, to rear Children for | 
Labour, It is alſo undemiable, that our 
own Iſlands require at leaſt Ten Thouſand 
Negroes yearly, to keep up. the Stock of 
the old Plantations ; beſide a larger than 
that Number, for the Cutting down of the 
Woods, and the Cultivation of new Ground. 
loreover, our African Ships have great 
Employment in furniſhing of Negroes to 

4 $ the French, Spaniards, and others.—lIf the 
African Trade is to be aboliſhed, has it been 
conſiſtently ſhown, what is to become of our 
Sailors, how they are to be employed, and 

how his Majeſty's Ships are to. be manned, 

in the Time of War? A Miniſter ſhould 

be well informed about Trade, before he 
attempt to make any Alteration in it. The 
Danger ts great : to depend on airy Dreams 

or ſpeculative Experiments, cannot anſwer. 

He ought to be prepared with an equivalent 

| 0 of — by which no Party or 

. Perſon 
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Perſon ſhall be injured or ſacrificed.* - The. 
Magnitude of this Matter is far above the 
Confideration, of what is the beſt Method of 
laying on Taxes, or whether one or another 
Ser of Traders ſhall be loaded. The Miniſ- 
ter has been much deluded, in this wild 
Preje4 : He has the hearty Wiſhes of his 
many Friends in this City, and elſewhere, 
that he may be able to extricate himſelf out 
of ſo critical a Dilemma. It is feared, he 
has gone too far; and that the Words, which 
unluckily fell from his Lips on the 12th of 
May, will never be forgotten. 

Let us now hear, how he will ferobcile 
what he ſaid, on the Subject of no Compen- 
ſation. It is hoped. he is not deaf to Con- 
viction, or to the Cries and Tears of the 
Widew and Fatherl:ſs ; but unfortunately it 
happens, that he has been bewildered by 
the Artifice of ſome, wh know no more 
of Trade, than the Men whoſe Buſineſs 


* Colbert, the great Trade - Miniſter of France, having 
aked what he could do for the Commerce of that Cguntry 
the Merchants ſaid : The beſt Thing he could do for thew, 
would be to let them alone. 
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is that, of carrying Rabbits in the Streets ; 


or who are Keepers of the Warrens, which 
contain that harmleſs Part of the Creation. 
Shall Men of that Sort, who, though they 
can make long Speeches in great Aſſemblies, 
yet have no Diſcernment to judge how 
Schemes will operate, be encouraged to per- 


ſevere in Impoſſibilities? The Impractica- 
bility of a Stop to the Slave-Trade, by any 
A&t of Parliament that can be made, may 


| eaſily be proved. 
Shall an eſtabliſhed Trade af ſuch Mag- 


nitude and Importance, ſo connected with 
the Weſt-India-Iflands, and the circuitous 


Connection of every Branch of Britiſh Com- 


merce, be extinguiſhed in a very few Years; 
that an 1gnorant Set of Men be gratified in 
their fantaſtical Ideas, of creating a Settle- 
ment of Trade on a barbarous Coaſt + and 
in an unhealthy Climate? It is beyond all 
Aﬀomilunent, that this Buſineſs has been 


. Mir Wilberforce ſo propoſed to bring 1 in a Bill, to ro- 
tect Rabbit - Warrens from Depredation. 


+ Which has ſcarce one e good Harbour for Ships, >>. 


wards of 30co Miles, 


-permitted 


— 
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(27) 
permitted to run the Length it has done. 


The Conſternation, Miſchief, and Anxiety, 
it has occaſioned to every ſenſible Indivi- 


dual, connected with the Weſt-Indies, are 
immenſe; more particularly, to thoſe re- 


ſiding there. Has there not been the "my 


moſt Encouragement, for a Rebellion of the 
Negroes, on their hearing of the Intention 
of their being made free? The Subject is 


ſo ludicrous, that, to dwell longer on it, 


would be a Waſte of Time; nor can Words 
expreſs the Ruin, that would enſue to this 
Kingdom, if the Abolition of the Slave- 
Trade were ſanctioned by an Act of _—_ 
ment. | 

The long Harangue, ately delivered. ina 
great Aſſembly, and applauded as one of 
the fineſt Speeches ever made, may be pro- 


ved the moſt partial, ſophiftical, Rhapſody, 


that could be offered to the Britiſh Senate; 
and, certainly, will, in due Time, be re- 
probated, as an Impoſition on the Kingdom 
at large. The Writer hopes to be pardon- 


ed for intruding his Opinion, on this great. 


political Queſtion ; but, being intereſted 
E 2 for 
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6). 
for many Weſt-India-Planters, and Friends, 
whom he reſpects; and many Creditors, 
whom it would be diſgraceful not to pay; 
as well as for himfelf, in the Promotion of 
general Juſtice; he conſiders it his Duty to 
ſtand forth, with all his Power, againſt ſo 
violent an Attack® of ineongruous Arro- 
20006 and Oppreſſion. h 
It would ill become ſuch Opponent to be 
leſs concerned, or more terrified, than was 
that renowned: Orator, in the momentous 
Queſtion of the Negro-Trade; after the 
Encouragement given the latter, not only 


june 4th 1789, Yeſterday a Meeting of the Jamaic2- 
Planters and Merchants was held in Harley-ſtreet, on a 
| preſſing Note, from their Agent, for every, Gentleman to 
attend, on Affairs of the utmoſt /mfortante. | 
This was to prepare an Anſwer to a Queſtion, whether 
Plonghs can do the Work of Negroes;; and to the Requi- 
ſition. of another immediate Tmpoſibility ; ; that the Planters 
ſhould furniſh an Account of the Increaſe and Decreaſe, of 5 
the Negroes, on all the Eſtates i in Jantaica, for ſeven or 
ten Vears paſt. | 

Such Requeſts are ſo extremely abſurd, that they ocea- | 
fion an Immenſity of Trouble, to Gentlemen of the firſt 
Character; and are too provoking, to be anſwered with 
_— of Patience. 

by 


( 29 ) 

by the oſtenſible Miniſter of this Country; 
but by a Variety of warm Partiſans, ho 
have preſented Petitions, for the aboliſhing 
of that long-eſtabliſhed: Branch, of 2 
and Weſt-Indian Commerce. | 

The new Schemer boldly marching Abi 
vows his Hope to unite his Hearers in the- 
Faith of his juſtifying, upon - the cleareſt 
Principles, every Reſolution in his Hand, 
conducive to the total 2 — che Slavo· 
Trade. 

He wiſhes ne in eue to 
guard both himſelf and them, from enter- 
ing into the Subject witli any Sort of Paſ- 
ſion; taking the Shame upon bimſolf, in 
common indeed with the whole Parliament 
of Great Britain, for having fuffered this 
borrid Trade to be carried on under bir 
Authority ;” piouſly exhorting them all to 
plead guilty, and graciouſly * deprecating* 
every Kind of Reflection, againſt the vari- 
ous Deſcriptions of People, who are more 
immediately concerned in this wretched Bu- 


fue wo 
He 
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Tie coolly begins thus, with begging the | 
Queſtion ; pronouncing every Man's own | 
Suppoſition a fufficient Evidence, without 
the Need of Knowledge, or the Trouble of 
Enquiry ; yet adducing the Report of his 
Majeſty's Privy-Council, as a Corroboration Y 
of his new and eommodious Doctrine. He 

then ſuppoſes, and conſequentially affirms, 
that the Slave-Trade checks the civilizing 
of Africa. | | 
That Commerce becomes the natural and 
neceſſary Inſtrument of rendering Nations 
leſs barbarous, Reaſon and Experience have 
ever combined to evince. But that any 
one Branch of Commerce has ever been un- 
dertaken, primarily for the Benefit of other 
Nations; thoſe two Guides muſt concur to 
deny. Commerce promotes a Charity, that 
muſt begin at Home; elſe cannot extend a- 
broad; and, unleſs Advantage be mutual, 
none can return to the commencing Coun- 
re EW: 
That the principal Branch of the African 
Trade is of equal Importance, to Africaand 
to Britain, is obvious; from its proceeding 
hitherto 


. 
hitherto with uninterrupted, therefore mu- 
tual, Satis faction. Britain's Colonies could 
not be cultivated without foreign Hands, 
when her own boaſted Liberty had left her- 
ſelf no Servants, except thoſe voluntarily 
enliſted under the Name of Soldiers: be- 
ſides, that the Natives, of the torrid Zone 
only, can ſuſtain the Labor of its Cultiva- 
tion. Some Kings, called Chriſtian, have 
made War upon each other, for the Exten- 


ropean Sovereigns train their People, prin- 
cipally, to the Occupation of War; that, 
yhen themſelves have no martial Employ- 
ment for their Subjects, they may till keep 
their Soldiers in Exereiſe and Uſefulneſs, by 
letting them, or lending them, to _ Ser- 
vice of foreign Powers. 

But all, even the moſt poliſhed, States 
often graciouſly commute capital Puniſh- 
ments, with temporary or perpetual Slavery; 
leſs ſevere, and more uſeful, than unem- 
ployed Confinement ; ; nay, ſometimes con- 
ſign Criminals to Sale, for the Cultivation 
oft their own Colonies ; And fuch was the 


9 


3 


ſion of Property or Power; and ſome Eu- 


9 — es 
a 4 WV ID. T0 7 —_ 
= * 1 


n 
- » bw 2 8 


reds 22 ae 


* 
- 
- FA «4% 
1 . — — —— o — — Ky V = p 1 — 4 we if Y = . - — s = 
. =. . , _— 5 „ F % i. 4 
"7 4 . * N ME LY "- — » 34 
| ' 8 5 , » ili - - \ oy — o 
— - \ yy . a \ £ AT * 5 3 24 * = = 
a” - „ 7 4 6 & 


by att 
FF * * ds * 


. 


4 
65 7 ba et Ts 
n 2 2 | p Fs Fa 4 


( 32 ) 
Uſage of Britain, to her Colonies in North. 
America, The fable Sovereighs of Africa, 
being well ſuppoſed leſs civilized, go doubt- 


leſs often to War from fimilar Incentives; 
and ſimilarly hold Priſoners, or Convicts, 
the abſolute Property of the State. Whom 
therefore, from greater Lenity on one Side, 
or ſmaller Delinquency on the other, they 
doom not to capital puniſhment ; they de- 
vote in like Manner, though mare com- 
pletely, to the Service of other Nations; 
when, through domeſtic Populoyſnels, they 
have no- Occaſion for them in their own, 

- Nay, in certain vaſt Regions of the A- 
frican Continent, where the Arts are almoſt 
as little. known, of rural as of civil Culti- 
vation; Inhabitants grow faſter than the 
Means of ſuſtaining them ; and Humanity 
itſelf is obliged ta tranſmit the Supernume- 
raries, as Objects of Traffic, to more en- 
lightened, or leſs populous Countries; 
which, ſtanding in conſtant N ed of their 
Labor, receive them into Property, Pro- 
ſection, and Em ployment. Whatever Branch 


of Commerce contributes thus to the mu- 


tual 


( 


tual Convenience, and even Subſiſtence, of 


Nations; far from ſtopping or retarding re- 
ſpective Improvement, muſtinſenſibly(where 
not intendedly) interchange intellectual Cul- 


tivation, with the Culture of the Ground. | 


Let us therefore ceaſe to bawl about Ci- 
vilization, Population, or the like; and let 
us learn the firſt Principles of every Hu- 
manity, before we dream of dictating the 


Poliſh of Commerce, or of deſolating both 


Sides of the World, on Pretence of huma- 
ni ging them. N | 
ROD <©34, +135, 5©/34, +6134, 55/34, +6'%9, +65. 
Thus far went the REMARKy ON. THE 
ResoLuTions, May 19th 1789. Though 
no Anſwer has been ſo much as pretended; 
the Enquiry, proceeding, ſeems to. call for 


ſome farther Obſervations on a subject, 
which, however momentous to all Ranks 
of Britons, and however experimentally 
| known to all immediately concerned; has 
been induſtriouſly darkened, by one bold 
Speaker in Parliament, who ſubſtituted In- 
trepidity to Knowledge, and the Sound, to 
the Eſſence of Humanity. His Doctrines, 
| F indeed, 


1 
indeed, have been ſolidly ay and his 


Abettors duly expoſed, k oth at home and 
abroad; by Mr. Norris, Mr, Edwards, and 


others: to whoſe Demonſtrations therefore 
to add, were almoſt as preſumptuous, as it 

was to controyert or occaſion them: | 
It has been uſual for the Reaſoners of 
former Days, to frame undeniable Premiſes, 
ere Concluſions could be drawn from them; 
as naturally indeed, as Cauſes muſt pre- 
cede Effects, or Parents generate Children. 
Enquiry has been hitherto held previous 
to Diſcovery, and Demonſtration prefe 

rable to Conjecture. * | 

Opportunity was imagined indiſpenſable 
to Information; and, from Theory, Prac- 
tice, or both, a Man was expected to ac- 
quire Knowledge, before he could pretend 
to convey it. Every Man is intereſted to 

myeftigate Truth; and, the more diligent- 
ly he purſue his Inveſtigations, the more 
becomes he enabled to enlighten, at once 
others and himſelf. His being thus doubly in- 
 tereſted to know, and qualified to declare, has 
yu till now been apprehended to ĩnvalidate 
his 


68 

his Declaration; nor has Unconcern, before, 
been deemed to conſecrate Evidence; or the 
Warmth of Declamation, to ſuperſede the 
Light of Reaſon ; more, than the Suppoſi- 
tions of confident Ignorance, the Certainty 
of demonſtrable Fact. Common-Senſe and 
Demonſtration, thus happily .aboliſhed ; no 
Wonder the new Orator pronounce in the 
Outſet, rather than in the Iſſue, tbe Abali- 
tion of the Negro-Trade : a Trade, that, far 
from injurious or unnatural, has-been the 
Staple of certain Regions of Africa, with 
every commercial Nation of the World; 
many Ages before Britain had any Colo- 
Nies in the torrid Zone, and thence, like 
her Siſters, had Recourſe to the neceſſary 
Acquiſition of torrid Cultivators. | 
Chriſtian Traders, coming. thus to pro- 
mote the principal Branch of African Com- 
merce, ſaved alſo, in their ſalutary Cargoes, 
from Torture, Death or Deſtitution, in- 
numerable Priſoners of War, Criminals or 
Supernumeraries ; to whom they afforded 
Protection, Proviſion, and the Happineſs 
of indiſpenſable Service: Happineſs, how 
| F 2 ſupe- 
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„ 
ſuperior, to the State of Multitudes, who 
(even in a Chriſtian Country) unprinci- 
pled in Vouth, and unawed in Maturity; 
ſo boaſt Britiſh Liberty, that they forfeit 


the Freedom to live! Well might Admiral 


Barrington, and other honourable Obſer- 
vers, confeſs the happy Life of the African 
in the Weſt-Indies ; well as they muſt have 


perceived, that Nothing could improve it, 


but the Comforts of Chriſtianity. Theſe, 
probably, the Galley-Slaves enjoyed; whom 
the ingenuous as ' ingenious Dr. Arm- 
ſtrong, making the Tour of Italy, admi- 
red in their Song at the Oar. Nor could 
the moſt romantic Declaimer imagine, that 
the benevolent Admiral wiſhed rather the 
Power, of imparting his own Felicity, than 
of partaking that which he ſaw. Do we 


envy then or pity, the Characters of Eſep, 


Epictetus, Onefimus? The Fabuliſt, the 
Philoſopher, and the Fellow-Labourer of 
Philemon; all three Slaves! Or do we term 
inhuman a State, that was dignified by 
the Friendſhip of St. Paul, and ſanctioned 
by the Son of God ? Where the Spirit of the 

| a] on SR cb Lord 


„ 
Lord is, there is Liberty; and where ha 


Spirit of the Lord is not, there is the warh ; 


of Thraldom. 


Slavery, therefore, cannot be deemed in- 
conſiſtent with the Liberty of Man. All 


Servants once were Slaves. In barbarous 
Countries, like thoſe of Afric, the Majority 


of Subjects have continued Servants, in the _ 


ſtricteſt Acceptation. Thus have Africans 
been always the Property of their Sove- 
reigns ; and, though the Egyptians. were, 
of old, the wiſeſt People of the World ; we 
find that, from Cauſes not quite. unexplo- 
rable, their Country is now little more diſ- 


tinguiſhed, than her unchriſtian Neigh- 


bours. 
Happy were it indeed, if the Chriſtian 

Powers could find Motives, to make proper 

Deputations for the Converſion, and con- 


ſequent Civilizement of the Africans ; who 
cannot yet, m any Senſe or Semblance, be 
predicated emerging from Barbariſm. But, 


ſtill happier it were, as more practicable, 
for Chriſtian Proprietors to provide, at leaſt 


— for their Negro- Ser- 
vants; 
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. 638) 
vants; for whoſe Souls, as well as Bodies, 
their Maſters are doubtleſs accountable. 

_ Chriſtianity, far from leſſening, would ſub- 
limely enforce the Duty of Servants, and, 
without changing their State of Depen- 
dance, would render it really that bliſsful - 4 
Service, which is perfect Freedom. Thus | 
the Slave-Trade may, from fuch natural | 
Firſt-Fruits, announce the eventual Con- 
verſion of the vaſt African Continent ; 
where, far from ſpreading Violence, or De- 
ſolation, it may contribute to diffuſe the 

Spirit of. Chriſtian Liberty, and to civilize 
the Nations in the Multitude of Peace, 

_ Mean-time, it is the undonbted Intereſt, 

the probable, therefore at once, and well- 

evidenced Practice, of the Purchaſers and 
Proprietors, to provide for the Health, 

Happineſs and Preſervation of their moſt 
valued, as moſt valuable Praperty ; from 
the Moment ſuch Property commences, by 
Land and by Water, in Afric and Ameri- 
ca; in every Situation and Stage, of their, 
not * but . adopted Servants. 
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6390 
Nor can the celebrated Johnſon be the 925 
Exemplifier, even in modern Times, that 4 
faithful Servant ſpall become a Son at * 
laft. 

If natural and moral Cauſes muſt ope- 
rate, proportionably in the torrid, as in the 
temperate Zones; if Chriſtians continue 
Chriſtians, or indeed Men, Men, there; if 
Proprietors will every where unremittingly 
endeayour to preſerve and improve their 
Property ; and if adopting Fathers, muſt 
be doubly intereſted to render the Lives 
comfortable of the adopted Children, on 
whom not only their own Comfort, but 
even their own Subfiſtenre depends; if A- 
frican Slaves then, or Servants, of what- 
ever Name or Colour, become in every 
Senſe, dearer to the Purchaſers or Adop- 
ters, as reſpectively becoming unalienable 
Members of their Family, and Subjects of 
their Formation; at once Objects of their 


A Dr. Jobuſen, Author of the Ramdler, bovine 0 
his black Servant a Chriſtian, and reaped the Fruits of 


many Years, dutiful Service, left (in 1784) honeſt Francis, 
his Heir, in a comfortable Independance. 4 


Protection, 
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Protection, and Pillars of their Power; ; if 


they thus are found, in all Reſpects, pre- 
ciſely ſuch as we ſhould conclude them to be; 
if they be indeed, as they certainly are, 


 fellow-rational and immortal Creatures; 


redeemed in Afric, from the moſt barba- 


rous Bondage or Deſtruction, and convey- 
ed into Naturalizement in a Chriſtian Land; 


there ſecured in the Protection, Proviſion, 
and Happineſs of conſtant and uſeful Em- 
ployment: can any reaſonable Suppoſer 
ſuppoſe, or any. Perſon of Veracity aver, 


and for ſo important Service, are either ex- 


8 poſed to the Dangers of Neglect before 
Embarkation, or packed for Conveyance 


in a Ship, like ſo many Herrings in a Bar- 
rel, according to the late facetious Exhibi- 
tions of certain Parliament-Men and Print- 


ſellers; who ſeem; like bold Britons, emu- 
louſly trying, what Inſults can be offered to 


the Underſtanding of a Senate, or what In- 
congruitics « can be ſwallowed by a Mob? 
Can any one ſuppoſe with Reaſon, or af- 


firm with Credibility,/ that Servants, fo 


purchaſed, 


64 
purchaſed, are firſt neglected on their na- 
tive Shore, and then embarked without 
every poſſible Precaution; or, when im- 
ported by whatever Means, that they are 
either overworked or underfed; unmerci- 
fully chaſtiſed, or ſupinely forgotten? As 
well may Parents be denied the Property, 
and Government of their natural, as of 
their adoptive Branches; on which latter 
the Permanence and Proſperity, of each Fa- 
mily, may no leſs aſſuredly depend. 

Can Common-Senſe believe, more than 
imagine, that Common-Senſe can any 
where make dangerous, difficult and ex- 
penſive Importations, of what may be had 
eaſily at Hand; or bring from diſtant 
Countries unneceſſary Servants, when can 
be reared a Sufficience at Home? Or can 
the ſhrewdeſt Calculator aſcertain at a 
Diſtance, the preciſe Number ſufficient for 
any Planter or Plantation ? Can the beſt 
Farmer in Britain pretend to. judge, what 
Subſtitutions to perſonal Labour are prac- 
ticable in Jamaica? Can he either diſcover 
or deny, that, on certain Eſtates of the 

G Weſt- 
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Weſt-Indian Iſlands, Horſes, Oxen, or 
Ploughs, are equally / unavailing ? Can, 
after all, the deepeſt Politician, on either 
Side of the. World, ſatisfy Merchants, 
Planters. and Purchaſers, that Prices raiſed 
at Random, can ſupply every Failure, or can 
any where be certainly ſupportel? 

But to enter calmly into the Subject of 
Conveyance; which has been ſo ſtudiouſly 
miſrepreſented, and fo ludicrouſly exhibit- 
ed; is there yet any Hearer or Reader, 
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| weak .cnough to believe, that a Merchant, 

| who has purchaſed Negroes at a high Price, 
| 1 will not ſtrictly enjoin the Captain of the 
4 Ship, that carries them, to treat them with i 
1 every Degree of Attention and Humanity, 
5 for the Sake of all concerned? As for the 
Stowage or Packing, ſo contemptyouſly 
i talked of; would not a Tranſport loaded 
with Britiſh Soldiers for the Weſt-Indies, 
| | make, without the Help of a Hogarth, as . 
it Piteous a Figure? Or-would there be any | 
| Difference in the Picture, beſide that of the 
| OO and Clothing? y a 
b | No 54 
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No leſs falſe is the Repreſentation, if not 
ſo palpably detectable, that the Ships ſet 
Sail in the Night, leſt the Negroes ſhould 
be ſenſible of their Departure : Whereas it 
18 certain, as well known to all converſant 
in the Trade, that the Ships always fail, 
between five and ten or eleven, in the Morn- 
ing; nor will the Wind on the Coaſt of 
Afric, permit the Ships to get off, ſo con- 
veniently at other Times. That Exercife 
and Food are adminiſtered to the Negroes, 
cannot be denied, even by the ingenious 
Exhibitors; but a bold Caricature may 
fallify any Thing. As the Song of a Negro 
is now conſtrued Lamentation ; though no 
Threat fo terrifies the ſable Delinquent; as 
that of ſending him back to his native 
Country; he ſtill muſt be whipped like a 
Top, before he can dance; nor can he 
hear the Call of Hunger, to taſte the Vie- 
tuals before him, till 2 to chat Duty 
by the Laſh! 1 

It may be natural for a Jockey, to ſup- 
poſe, the ſame Arts practiſed to medicate 

Men, as Horſes, for Sale; but ventures a 
G 2 Parlia- 
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Parhament-Orator, to ſubſtantiate the Pa- 
rallel? Or does a Britiſh Senate take it for 
granted? Yet the Horſe-Dealer means only 
to ſell, at the Riſk of hurting his Horſes ; 
whereas the Slavemonger means ta. ſell at 
every Riſk, even that of killing many: of 
the Slaves! If ſuch Infinuation may be 
hazarded here, how lang could ſuch Prac- 
tices paſs undetected, and undeterred by the 
Planters ? 

Though Incredibilities quickly vaniſh of 
themſelves, as 4 lying Tongue is but for a 
Mament; it is neither incredible nor con- 
trovertible, that the Negroes tranſplanted 
to the Weſt-Indies, are better fed, and leſs 
toiled, than Multitudes of Labourers in 
\Britain. Not only are the Negroes abun- 
dantly ſupplied, with every Neceſſary of Life: 
"Such of them as are induſtrious, have a free 
Opportunity of ſelling, on every Market- 
Day, of each Week, Pigs, Poultry and ſo 
forth, of their own rearing and unconteſt- 
ed Property. It is computed that, in Ja- 
maica alone, the Negroes diſpoſe of Articles, 
to the Amount of 4 150,000 a Year. 


It 


6460 
It is in the Autumn, that the Negroes 
have their hardeſt Work; when plant- 
ing of the Canes is the Object; and that is 
executed with light Hoes, digging about 
one Foot deep in the Soil, which is fre- 
quently free. In Crop- time, the next hard 
Work is, that of carrying Bundles of Canes 
to the Mill; not one Hundred Weight in a 
Bundle. At the former Seaſon alone, and on 
Grounds not hilly, could Ploughs be em- 
ployed in the Weſt- Indies; but even then, 
to place the Cane-Plants, and to fence 
them with Mold, are Negroes indiſpenſable; 
as they are, indeed, in every Month of the 
Year. Nor is it ſuppoſable, that the Plan- 
ters do any where with more, what can be 
done with leſs Expence ; or that they would 
ever dream of uſing Men, where Machines 
could be equally employed. But, on the 
Management of their Eſtates,. or of their 
Servants, ſhall any Perſon, who has never 
been, within many Thouſand Miles of them, 
pronounce? As well may a blind Man judge 
of Colours. Does any Man or Set of Men, 
on the other Side the Globe, claim the 


far 


| 
| 
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far more needed Power of directing Pro- 
prietors, of Eſtates in Britain, towards the 
proper Cultivation of them ; the fit Num- 
ber, Choice and Management of their Ser- 
vants; or the (perhaps ſtill more wanted) 
Regulation of themſelves? Though it has 
clearly been proved, that Britiſh Gardeners 
and Ditchers do more Work in one Day, 
than the ſame Number of Negroes in three; 


is it to be ſuppoſed, that ten Thouſand Eu- 


ropeans can be found, to go yearly to the 
Weſt-India-Iſlands, to ſupply the Place of 
Negroes? Or, will it be contended, that 


Wilkie canTund the Clhmate, cqually 
| with the Blacks? Can it be imagined, that 
| the Planters uſe not every Means, of pre- 


ſerving their valuable Property of Negroes, 
and of enconraging the Propagation of 
Servants; rather than ſubmit to the Neceſ- 
fity of buying them, Year after Year, as 
wanted? That the untutored will every 
where be diſſolute, not the Savage, or the 
Swarthy, alone can evince. The Remedy 


or Antidote, however obvious, has been 


hinted ; nor need it then be repeated, that 
— 
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Religion only, can prevent or cure. Her 
Teachers, of whatever Denomination, may . 
be brought from the temperate, or found 
in the torrid Zone; nor can Part, at leaſt, 
of Sunday, be any where better appropria- 
ted, than at once to the Reſt of the Body, 
and the Culture of the Mind. 

Cauſes and Conſequences being equally 
confounded, by the ignorant and the im- 
pudent, (almoſt coincident Claſſes ;) as 
well may the Wars of Africa, be imputed to 
the Slave-Trade ; as, to the Soldier-Trade, 
the Wars of Europe. Without Soldiers 
indeed (or Agents,) War cannot be waged; 
but, with Slaves it has no neceſſary Con- 
nexion ; unleſs where its great Cauſe, un- 
governed Pride, Ambition, or Avarice, 
makes Men Slaves themſelves. _ | 

The Slave-Trade therefore, far from be. 
ing a natural Origin of Wars, may prove 
the happy Inſtrument, not only of benefit- 
ing, variouſly, the Regions that require it; 
but of rendering the very Negroes imports 
ed, the Promoters of Peace; the Firſt» 


6) 


Fruits of the Converſion, and Civilizement, 


of the Negro-Continent. 


While the ſelf- ſatisfying Declaimer fan- 
cies, he can as eaſily ſatisfy others; and 
every where pretending to nonſuit, is every 


where nonſuited; of all his Paradoxes the 
wildeſt, as the leaſt reconcilable to rational 
Practice, is the grand Expedient, which is 


to reconcile every Contradiction, to ſwallow 


up every Impoſſibility; the Expedient of 
diminiſhing the Quantity, and ſo of rai- 
ſing the Price, of Weſt- Indian Commodities; 


that, in every Senſe and on every Side, one 


Half ſhall be equal to, or more than the 
Whole. Is he indeed equally aſſured, that 
Britons will quite content themſelves, with 
Half their uſual Conſumption of their fa- 
vorite Articles; of Sugar, of Rum, and the 
Reſt? Or, is he ſure they will be both able 
and willing, to pay double Price, for the 


Produce of Britiſh Colonies; when the 
French, Spaniards, Dutch and Danes, are 
conjunctly or ſeverally, ready to afford us 


the ſame Commodities, on- more- moderate 


Terms? Can the Patriot wiſh to give up 


the 
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the Weſt-Indian Trade, to any or all | 
thoſe Nations? Can he - hinder” Biatiſh” 
Planters to import thence, at ſecond-hand, : 
what Slaves may be wanted; when they. 
dare no more go to Market themſelves d 
Or can he, in- fine, prevent , their tatal 
Emigration, with their Property, to foreign 
Lands of freedom, when their own. is no 
more ſuch; or their leaving their hapleſs 
Countrymen, rendered Slaves themſelves, 
for Fear of importing Slaves from Aflie? 
Nor can Britain hope to ſupply France, 
Spain, and America, as ſhe ſtil} preferably 
did, with this principal, and many other 
important Articles; with which ſhe can no 
longer promiſe; to ſupply herſelf. - But, of 
all the deep Logician's Reaſonings, none is 
more adunrable, becauſe none lefs intelli- 
gible, than that, where he firſt pronounces 
the French likely to drop the Slave Trade, 
after the Example of Britiſh Ingenuity” 
and then pretends. to demonſtrate, that, if 
they ſhould be mad enough to carry it on; 
 they'muſt do ſo at a much dearer Rate, 
when there are fewer Competitors, Markets 
H have 


N 
have hitherto been ſuppoſed to riſe, as the | 
Number of Purchaſers encreaſed: Accord- 
ing to the new Logic, Prices muſt become 
high in Proportion, as the Demands. di- 
miniſn. 

On the Suppoſition of Britain's be- 
coming mad enough, to abandon a Trade, 
univerſally advantageous; and of France's 
reſolutely continuing it, at all Hazards ; the 
latter would then, indeed, depart from het 
wonted Policy: For, the Manufactures 
ſhe muſt ſell, would probably be Britiſh ; 
an expenſive floating Factory, ruinous to 
the Health of Sailors, muſt be raiſed; and 
after all, the Trade, ſo conducted, would 
prove but a new Gibraltar; upon which 
France might exhauſt her Strength, while 
the productive Branches of her Commerce, 
muſt he neglected and ſtarved.” But the 
Logician has every Reaſon to be certain, 
that no ſuch Premiſes can ever take Place; 
and that, therefore, no ſuch Concluſion can 

follow. | 
Ik the late famous Orator has kw en- 
couraged, as he boaſts; and inclinable, as 
+ encouraged, to fulminate Fact ; no Wonder 


he 
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he ſhould laugh at Prophecy, and Carm 
Enquiry. into its Fulfilment. Mr. Glover, 
in 1774, denounced, that "Thouſands and 


Tens of Thouſands, would be ruined, by 


the Loſs of North - America to Britain; 
that our Wealth would be impaired, our 
Manufactures would droop, our Land- 
Tax be raiſed, and fo forth. — 
Wilberforce, in 1789, triumphantly ex- 


claims: Is the Prophecy fulfilled? our 


Wealth decayed? our Commerce cut off? 


our Manufactures and our Marine deſtroy- 


ed?” It ſurely is not his Fault, if they be 
not now; whatever they, before, may have 
been. If the ſounding Friend of Huma- 
nity, would condeſcend for once to make 


Enquiry, in London, Briſtol, Liverpool, 


and Glaſgow z he would find Mr. Glover a 
true Prophet ; he would find many Capital 


Merchants, with their Families ruined ; 


and Thouſands of their Creditors ſtarving. 


Is it not certain, that upwards of two Mil- 
tions of Money, is Joſt to Merchants, and 
others in Britain; and nearly the like Sum, 
to Loyaliſts, by the Revolt of North-Ame- 
rica; and that Multitudes muſt be groan- 
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ing, under the Conſequences of that unfor- 
tunate Event? Is it not certain that, even 
fince the American War, many new: Mer- 
chants (who ſet up) have been undone ; 
and, conſequently, Numbers of their Cre- 
ditors? Is it unfair to ſuſpect, that the Loſs 
of America proved the Occaſion of the 
Bankruptcies, 1788, in London, Man- 
cheſter, and elſewhere; to the Amount of 
near a Million? What are Merchants, 
Traders, and Manufacturers to do, when 
driven out of their old regular Trade? 
Muſt they not try, what can be done for 
their Support ; andy as they cannot know, 
what Turn Traffic will take; run ſome- 
times the Riſk. of ruinous, however pro- 
miſing, Undertakings? Certain it is, that 
the Courts of Juſtice are, in Term- Time, 
erowded with the Creditors of thoſe Ban- 
rupts, merely to get their Claims aſcertain- 
ed; and that the Lawyers (unlike the Ne- 
groes, ſo piouſly painted, looking up to the 
Admiral, for the Crunibs, that ſhould fall 
from his Table) fare fumptuouſly every 
| Diy, W the Spoils, of the Sufferers in 

6 thoſe 


1 | 
thoſe Bankruptcies. Nor is it leſs certain, 
that numerous Families, even Widows and 
Children, have, in the Courſe of the laſt 
two Years, mourned the want of their uſual 
Share of Bread, by their Money's being lock- 
ed up. Notorious is it alſo, that ſome induf- 
trious Traders, and Manufacturers, lie 
now in Jail (ſo loſt for a Time to Family 
and Country), from no other Cauſe, than 
the recent Failures, to which they never 
contributed; nay, that many Land- holders 
are involved, in the Sufferings of the un- 
happy Men, that are now confined, for 
being unable to pay the Rent of their 
Houſes. Meantime, certain Bawlers about 
Humanity, who keep ſtudiouſly ignorant of 
real Diſtreſſes, they might often relieve; 
and create others, both at home and abroad; 
which, but for them, had never exiſted; 
are opening their Purſes, to Seribblers in 
public Papers and Pamphlets; in order to 
varniſh Falſehood, not inveſtigate Truth; 
to pleaſe any Party, rather than that of 
Juſtice; and to counteract the Humanity, 
they ſo loudly pretend to eſpouſe. 8 


The 
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The intelligent Orator has been referred, 
to all the Export-Cities and Towns of 

Great Britain; in order to learn, how much 
of their Trade has been cut off, by the 
Revolt of North-America; particularly, in 
the Articles of Tobacco and Rice. Unde- 
niable it is, that the Town of Cowes, in the 
Iſle of Wight, has loſt the Importation and 
Exportation of Thouſands, and Tens of 
Thouſands, of Barrels of Rice. Several, 
of the great Cities, loſt a large Proportion 
of the Tobacco- Trade; eſpecially Glaſgow : 
which has loſt the Trade of, at leaſt, thirty- 
five thouſand Hogſheads yearly. Glaſgow 
imported, in the ten Years preceding the 
American War, from January 1, 1766, to 
January 1, 1776, four hundred thouſand 
Hogſheads of Tobacco; that is, forty thou- 
ſand Hogſheads a Year, on the Average. 
Of theſe, above thirty thouſand Hogſheads 
were annually ſold, and exported to France, 
Holland, Hamburg, and other foreign 
Parts; moſtly, in Britiſh . Veſſels; which 
employed not fewer, than two hundred - 
Ships, large and ſmall; with upwards of 


. 
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three thouſand Seamen, to navigate them. 


London, Briſtol, Liverpool, and White- 
haven, alſo imported and exported a great 
Quantity of Tobacco. That extenſive 

Trade is now, almoſt entirely loſt to Glaſ- 
gow ; and, in a great Degree, to. the other 


Ports. 

The Glaſgow-Merchants are now, * 
the Neceſſity of taking a larger Share, in 
the Trade of the Weſt- India-Iſlands, than 
they had before the Revolt of America. 


If they are to be deprived likewiſe of that 


Trade, what are they to do? A large Num- 
ber of their Ships would be laid up; there 
not being Employment for them, in all the 
other Branches of . to * Parts of 


the Globe. N 


Before the American War, Aer 70,000 


to go, ooo Barrels of Rice, were imported 
from the Carolinas into Britain, and thence 

again chiefly exported : which employed 
upwards of one hundred and fifty Ships, , 
and two thouſand Sailors. Above Half that 
Trade, js now loſt to Britain; in which loſs 


(as has been ts Cowes feels an ample 
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Share; Our own Ships and Seamen were 
- chiefly employed, in bringing Home the 

Nice and Tobacco; with many other Ar- 
ticles; the Produce of North-America; the 
Oil, and other Fiſheries on that Coaſt; 
not only to ani but to the enen 
. | 
That the lands are now at 1 
Loſs, for Want of Free Importation of 
Flour, Indian Corn, Staves, and Heading 
for Caſks of Sugar and Rum; of Boards 
and Shingles, for building; beſide other 
Articles, from North-America; is no leſs 
certain, than that, during the Hurricanes, 
a few Years paſt, not only ſeveral of the 
Leeward- Iſlands, but Jamaica itſelf, were 
brought into the utmoſt Diſtreſs; ſtill 
indeed continuing, for Want of more fre- 

quent Arrivals, from North-America; with 
Flour, Biſcuit, Corn, and other Articles; 

at the Time the Plantane-Trees, that pro- 
duce ſo much Food for the Negroes, are 
fwept a Way, by ſuch Hurricanes. Theſe 
are Truths and Fakts, of equal Magnitude 
and Certainty: Deny them, who can; and 
diſpute them, who dare. 15 


Angther, 
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Another, though ſmaller, evil cangot 


be omitted. The Weſt-Indian Planters 


have paid, ever ſince the Laſs of North- 


America, twelve Shillings and four Pence 
fer Hundred, in the Surplus-Weight of 


the Tare of their Sugar - Caſks ; owing 
to the Neceſſity, that Jamaica and other 
Iſlands lie under, of making Staves from 
their own Growth of Wood; which is 


_ very heavy, ſome of the Heading of the ir 
Hogſheads being Mahogany. This render- | 


ed and renders the Caſks much too weighty, 
for the Tare, allowed by the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Cuſtoms; a Tare, which was 
found ſufficient, on Caſks made of Ameri- 
can-Staves. The Merchants have frequent- 
ly applied to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſ- 
toms, to get that Loſs compenſated or Pre- 
vented. But neither Compenſation nor 
Prevention, have they yet been able to ob- 


tain; from the Remiſſneſs, whether of 


the Commiſſioners, or of their Superiors; 
who have hitherto refuſed to adopt any 
Method of doing the Planters and Mer- 


chants that Juſtice, to Which they have an 


unqueſtionable Right. 
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But, to return from a eee which, 
r as neceſfary, is bold enough to 
Hope for more than Pardon; the Fulfil- 
ment, in every Part, of Mr. Glover“ Pro- 
phecy, has done (alas I) as much Honour 
to that Patriot's Diſcernment, as the Sneer 
lately, in ſo reſpectable an Aſſembly, muſt 


reflect Diſgrace on the Ignorance and Con- 


fidence of the Sneerer ; whereas the other, 
knowing as ingenious, Gentleman could have 
nothing in View, but the Welfare of his 
Country, Great Britain and her Siſter- 
Kingdom; which alone could animate him, 
to warn the Miniſtry of both Nations, of 
their impending Danger. 1 

It has been ſtated, that the North-Ame- 
rican Merchants, Traders, and Creditors, 
loſt at leaſt two Millions of Money, by the 
Revolt of North-America; and the Con- 
ſequences, that have thence ariſen, only in 
a ſmall Degree. Much more might be ſub- 
ſtantiated, of this Country's real Loſs; 
which our modeſt and feeling Orator, terms 
the mere Deſpondence of ' frightened Ima- 
gination, ftom the fatal Moment; treat- 

9407817 a ing 


a 

ing us all on the Level of the poor Negroes, 
and, as if, like them, ſubject to OB1anl 
the Enchantment, with which they terrify 
one another; and which operates ten thou- 
ſand Times the more powerfully, that our, 
ſeemingly endangered, Intereſt gives * 9 

the Operation. b 
The Reverſe: of this Piddur — 
as obvious as that of every one of the 
ſhrewd Orator's Suppofitions and Hfſertions 3 
which, in modern Stile, mean one and the 
ſame Thing. —— In Spite of undoubted 
Jatereſt, and in Defiance of irrefragable 
Demonſtration, as of common Senſe ; has 
the Heroe of Humanity, whether by Magie 
or Magnetiſm; conjured into his Circle, 
Multitudes of Proſelytes; in Proportion to 
the Blindneſs of the Bewitched, and the 
Boldneſs of the Bewitcher.t 
It may, now de in Proof, . * 
Privy-· Council, and variouſſy vo vouched, by 
the Evidences at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons; whether Perſons convicted in 
Afric, of Witchcraft, be there, according 
to certain (ſtill more ancient than Britiſh) 
I 2 Statutes, 
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Statutes, condigniy put 8 death. But, we 
muſt not fear the Revival of fuch Laws; 
in a Country, where Belief of any Kind is 
not the ruling Paſſion; where Freedom of 
Thinghr, means only Freedom frotfi Think- 
ing; where Concluſion requires no Pre- 
miſes; and Suppoſition, being mote free 
and eaſy, is proportionably ſuperior to De- 
monſtration; where Hutnanity is humane 
enough, to looſen the Bond; and liberal 
enough, to fetter the Free; generous e- 
notgh, to undertake the Care of both; 
and juſt enough, to leave them equally un- 
done. 

I, in fine, the Loſs of two or three Mil- 
lions of Money, and a conſiderable Part of 
bur Trade, with the Shipping and other 
Appurtenance, has occafioned ſo much real 
Diſtreſs; how much more, muſt the-Loſs of 
Rventy Millions occaſion; to the Merchants, 
Planters; and” the Reſt ! If not only ſe- 
venty Millions, are to be loſt to a numerous 
Body of People, and no Compenſation to 
be made; but alſo yearly more than ſix 


Builders, 


e 
Builders, Manufacturers, and Hundreds of 
Thouſands of working People; including 


above a Million and Half of Revenue, to 


the State; what Calculator can plan an 


Equivalent, or what nn e 


the Reſult? 


Planters ny Merchants will not reſerie 05 


they cannot repair) in ſome Shape or other, 


fo total a Rin? Will they not be equally 
unaccountable, nay equally criminal, if 
they do not ? Is not Self-Defence the firſt 
Law of Nature? and the firſt Duty of Man, 
to prevent his own Deſtruction ? Ought 
not the mjured and endangered, when un- 
protected and uncompenſated, to do for 
themſelves and their Families, what may 
yet be poſſible? To make the moſt they 
fairly can, of their undoubted Property; 
to transfer at once it and themſelves, into 
the Arms of any Power, moſt nd __ 
moſt willing, to protect them? | 

What human Force could ETA an op- 


preſſed Colony, in Sudjection? Or, what 


n Armament could prevent the Con- 
queſt, 


* 
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queſt, of a Nation ready to ſubmit? To 
the Iſlands indeed, ſuch Submiſſion. might 
be a Bleſſing ; but, to the Parent-Hand, 
what a Bane] The Iſlands, once loſt, are 
loſt for ever to the State; which, not pro- 
tecting, could not preſerve, them; whereas 
North-America, ſupinely protected, and 
impolitically harraſſed, became ripe for In- 
dependance; and, even yet, has her inva- 
luable Attachment to beſtow, as it may be 
deſerved; though federal may ſtill contend 
with filial Duty. But, if Britiſh, Liberty 
could more caſily make, than reclaim a 
ſpoiled Child; Britiſu Underſtanding has 
neyer ceaſed, to revere the Oracle; that, 
pronouncing, before Honour is Humility, 
denounces alike to Sovereigns and their 
Subjects, to States and Individuals, that 
Pri, de goeth before, Moi wee „and a baugbry 
Spirit before 4 Fall. 

Mr, Tarleton, at the Ti ime of the Par- 
liament' s. framing. the Regulation-Act, 
ſhowed himſelf a good Merchant; in de- 
manding a large Allowance of Negroes, 
-Ppportioned- to the Tonnage of African 
Ships, 


1 9 
Ships, that convey them to the Weſt· India - 
Iſlands ; eſpecially as he knew, that ſome 
of the Members wanted, to cramp the Liver 
pool-Trade ſo much, that it could not be 


carried on to any Advantage, or on a Foot- 


ing with our Rivals. He was aware, that 


the moſt zealous Politicians, in a great Aſ- 


ſembly, knew Nothing of the Gonſtruction 
of the Liverpool-Ships, for the Carriage of 
Slaves; which are ſo admirably contrived, 
that a Ship of 300 Tons will carry, with 


more Eaſe and Accommodation, 4.50 or 500 ' 


Negroes, than the common Run of Ships, 
built for the Stowage of Goods, Sugar' atid 
Rum, will contain zoo Slaves or Soldiers. 
Under that vulgar Notion, of the Slaves 
being too much crowded in the Ships, Par- 
liament and the Public are miſled. How- 
ever, it ſeemed a prudent Precaution, that 
even the peculiarly adapted Ships from Li- 
verpool, &c. ſhould be confined, to the 
Carriage, of a reaſonable Number of Slaves; 
and ſo they Juſtly ney, by the late 2 of 
mne, 
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Tbe Petitions on the Table, for the Abo- 
tion, are plainly not dated from Havre, as 
Mr. Wilberforce ſhrewdly diſcovers. When 
the Means uſed to obtain them, is detected; 
they will be found an Impoſition on the 

Houſe, and on the Nation at large. 
Whence did the Declaimer derive his In- 
telligence? (ſurely not from Havre,) that 
ſome Men, in Liverpool, made large For- 
tunes by the Slave-Trade, chiefly from be- 
ing their own Enſurers; while others loſt 
Money, by not being ſo? Does he fancy, 
that Merchants carry on Trade, with the 
View of no other Gain, than that of En- 
ſarance? which is as much an Appendage 
of the Expence of an African Tranſport, as 
the Ship itſelf; or any other indiſpenſable 
Appurtenance of the Voyage. The ſame 
Conjurer, who knows every Thing unknow- 
able, ſets forth, that only one Fifteenth, 
of the outward-bound Tonnage of Liver- 
pool, is employed in the Slave-Trade; 
.- whereas, in Fact, the Tonnage of Liver- 
pool, in foreign Voyages, is about 50, ooo 
Tons, excluſive of Coaſting-Veſſels: And 
certain 
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(65) 
certain it is, that 20,000 Tons are employ- 
ed in the African Trade, being more than 
one third of the Whole. While the Slave 
Trade was partly interrupted, during the 
late War, the Ships and Seamen, uſefully 
occupied in cruiſing againſt the Eneniy, 
brought in Prizes to an immenſe Amount. 
Tbe profound Politician finds out, that, as 
to Shipping, our Fiſheries and other Trades, 
would furniſh many innocent and hlood- 
leſs Ways of employing Veſſels; ſo that no 
Miſchief need be dreaded from that Quar- 
ter: What Fiſheries can he mean? Do not 
the Merchants ſend out all the Ships they 
can, to Newfoundland; and bring thence, 


all the Fiſh, for which they can find a 


Market? And that they ſend to Greenland 
more Ships yearly, than Whales can be got 
to load them; is a Fact certified, by many 
of the Ships returning empty, or not half- 
loaded. He informs us, that ſeven Hun- 
dred to a Thouſand Tons of Rice, are an- 


nually bought in Afric: If ſo much, Why 
not more? Is it likely, that the Merchants 


would not purchaſe more (bad as it is), 
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could they get it? Nay, beſide Rice, every 
Article, that Afric produces; Cam-Wood, 
Red-Wood, Ebony, Mahogany, and the 
Reſt? The Fact is, that all theſe are trifling 
Articles; and what is brought of them to 

Britain, cannot be fold at a Price, to anfwer 
the Expence of the Ships. It is only near 
the Shore, that a ſmall Quantity of (huſky) 
Rice can be got; and, along a Coaſt of three 
Thouſand Miles, are very few Harbours, 
or Rivers, to admit Veſſels of any Burden. 
Nor can they lie with ſafety along the Beach, 
where is a continual heavy Surf, dangerous 
even to Boats and Canoes ; rendering it 
impoſſible, to carry on a Trade of any 
Magnitude, Even ſuppoſing that Roads, 
near the Coaſts, could admit Carriages; there 


are neither Horſes, Oxen, nor aught ele, 


fit to drag Wood or other Articles; which 


are therefore neceſſarily brought by the 


Slaves, 1n adapted Quantities, from the in- 
terior Parts of Afric. Thus may it be fairly, 
computed, that a Trade, of Conſequence 


enough, to load a hundred Ships yearly, 


could not be effected in a hundred Years, 


and 
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and a Hundred Thouſand Lives might be 


| thrown away, on a pertinacious Experiment, 
that muſt prove abortive at laſt. And, for 
+his impracticable Purpoſe, ſhall a ſteady 
uniform Trade be given up; which eitiploys, 
with tnoral certainty of niutual Advantage 
to the reſpective Nations, upwards of fix 


Hundred Ships each Year ; among which; 


many of great. Butden; beſide a great 
Number of ſmall Veſſels, which go to and 
from Newfoundland, North- Arierics, and 
the Iſlands? | 

As to the Slave-Trade's being more fatal 
than any other, to our Seamen; this is alſo 
begging the Queſtion. Similar Latitudes, 


and Voyages, will have ſimilar Effects: 


Seamen muſt face every Latitude and Voy- 
age, and prove this Nurſery valuable, per- 
haps in Proportion to its danger; as they 
always are willing to go. But, in all long 
Voyages, Indian or African, the Mortali- 
ty muſt be conſiderable; and, ſuppoſing even 
the African Trade the more pernicious to 
human Health; this is only a ſtrong Ar- 


[ againſt Europeans' ſettling on the 


K 2 African 
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( 68 ) 
Afriean Shore, where they die much faſter 
than on board-Ship : a Fact eaſily aſcer- 
tained, -and incontrovertible. 
Governor Parry ſends a woeful Story, of 
the ſcandalous Conduct of Captain Bibby ; 
who hurried from Africa, thirty of a King's 
Children and other Relations, left as Pled- 
ges with him: upon which the King, very 
properly, ſecured five other Rritiſh Captains; 
till his Sons, and the Reſt, were reſtored, 
What does this prove more, than that Cap- 
tain Bibby acted a villainous Part; like the 
fatal Inſtance of Captain Bligh and one 
Half of his Crew, who were ſet a-drift in 
an open Boat on the great Ocean, by the 
other Half, that had planned ſo horrid a 
Piece of Cruelty ; not to ennumerate the 
Robberies and various Barbarities, commit- 
ted in this, as in other Countries? Or is 
this any Reaſon, why an honourable and 
advantageous Trade ſhould, in any Coun- 
try, be aboliſhed? = 
Great Streſs lays the Orator, on the Re- 
verend Emiſſary Mr. Clarkſon; - who is 
| now found, to have become all Things to all. 
Men; 
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Mor; not that ze might ſave, but that he 
might ſeduce, whom poſſible. For this 
pious Purpoſe, delegated to Liverpool; he 
is (too credibly) affirmed, ta have put on 
Sailor's Cloaths, and to have affociated with 
the unſuſpicious Sons of Neptune: not to 
lend them a Compaſs, for doubling the 
Cape of Good Hope; but to promote, their 
making Shipwreck of a good Conſcience z thus 
exciting the Complaints of the more profli- 
gate, or leſs guarded; like. the Wapping- 
Pettifoggers, buſy to prompt the Memory 
of maritime Miſcreants, whoſe Indolence, 
or Inſolence, may have drawn alight Stroke 
from their Captain, when the Ship was 
perhaps in imminent Danger; who become 
thus tempted, to bring vexatious Actions; 
and extort heavy Fines from the intrepid 
Commander, that had ſaved their worth- 
leſs Lives, with the Reſt, This very Mr. 
Clarkſen, is pronounced a Spirit, no leſs 
active in roaming round the Weſt of Eng- 
land, to poiſon the Minds of the Ignorant; 
and procure Money for ſuborning woe, | 
ces, obtaining Petitions, and purchaſing® 

Proſelytes, 
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Proſelytes, towards the Abolition of tbe Ae. 
1 "HUE 
The matchleſs Ubiquirian, who not only 
8 but can regulate, every Thing, in 
all the four Continents of the Globe; is 
doubtleſs equally qualified to decide, upon 
the Intereſt of his on and other Countries, 
of Britain and of France. He that can ſo 
eafily aboliſh a Trade, indiſpenſable to one 
Kingdom; may, with Parity of Power, 
explode rt in another. France. muſt be 
proud to follow Britain, in admiring ſuch 
2 Genius, as the World has never boaſted 
before; nor can hope again to boaſt, in 
brighteſt After-Ages. If a Necker, for 
Want of Spirit, could not adviſe his Maſter, 
to ſhow himſelf the moſt Chriſtian King, by 
giving away the French Iflands4 a Wilber- 
force was highly capable, of counſeling his 
Sovereign, inftead of delegating Miſſionaries 
to the Converſion of Afric, to prove him- 
ſelf at once Defender of the Faith, and Pro- 
tector of Humanity; by generouſly ſurren- 
dering, a mutually beneficial Trade, of 600 


( x 3 
great Ships; and, with it, not only his 
American, but his European Iflands. | _ 


Such - Inſpiration of Britiſh Politicians, 


having founded the Independance of North» 
America; an American Genius, who pro- 
vod a Main-Spring of that Revolution, 
might eaſily. be ſuppoſed guilty, of a po- 
nant Repartee. Hearing a Patriot-Boaſtee 


pronounce, that the Parliament collected the 
Wiſdom of the Nation; Ay, replied dane. 


and the Folly too. 

No Wonder, if even F reneh Politeneſs 
that formerly held Britiſh Policy fo pro- 
found, ſeem now not only to plan a Courſe, 
directly oppoſite to that, projected by Bri- 


tain's new Politicians; but to have changed 
the old Envy into Pity, at once of Britan- 


nic Humanity and Underſtanding. This 
appears in the Procedure of the Nationat 
Aſſembly, which ſcorning every Model, 
and avoiding every Extreme, advances by 
the Light of Reaſon, in the Search of Re- 
formation. Particularly is this viſible, in 


the late Decree, alt the W of the Colo- 
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' Rial Trade of France ; of which the Gr Ara 
ticle beſpeaks, the Liberality of the Reſt. 
Each Colony is authoriſed, to ſignify 
its Wiſhes, as to the Conſtitution, Legiſ- 
lature, and Adminiſtration, that may be 
moſt conducive to its Proſperity, and to tue 
Happineſs of its Inhabitants; under the 
Injunction, of conforming to the general 
Principles, which connect the Colonies, 
with the Mother-Country, and which tend 
to the Security of their reſpective Intereſts,” 
The laſt concluding ſimilarly : : 
The National Aſſembly declares, that 
it has no Intention to innovate, in any of 
the Branches of Commerce, whether direct 
or indirect, between France and her Colonies; 
committing the Coloniſts and their Pro- 
perty, to the ſpecial Safeguard of the Na- 
tion, —Declaring criminal towards the Na- 
tion, whoever ſhall ſtrive, to excite Diſcon- 
tent between them; and judging favour- 
ably of the Motives, that may have actua- 
ted the Citizens of thoſe Colonies ; ſo pro- 
nouncing them, free from Inculpation. In 
ſo doing, it expects from their Patriotiſm, 
| | | the 


1 


the Maintenance of Tranquility, and an 


inviolable Fidelity to the Nation, to the 
Laws, and to the King.“ 

The Preſident of the Committee, Mr. 
Barnave, having fully explained the ſix 
Articles; Mr. Artbur de Dillon moved, 
that the Preſident ſhould be inſtructed, to 
folicit the Royal Sanction; and to requeſt 
his Majeſty, to diſpatch a Frigate, with this 
Decree, to the Colonies. The Motions were 
adopted, without a Diviſion. The Com- 
mercial Deputies of France, who were pre- 
ſent, manifeſted the moſt lively Joy, at this . 


Reſcue, of their Conſtituents, from Ruin; 


and diſpatched immediate Expreſſes, to 


Bourdeaux, Rouen, Nantz, &c. announ- 


cing to thoſe Cities, the Decree ; that places 
their Property on a Bas, too ſtable to be 
_—_— by the Tempelts of villonasy Re- 


for m.“ 
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& Letter addreſſed to the Council of Tobago, 
wur b the forego ng Reſotutions. 
GenTLEMEN, 

I have the Honour to incloſe to you, the 
Dzcazr given by. the National Aſſembly, 
the 8th of this Month ;* on the Affairs of 
the Colonies, and ſanctioned by his Ma- 
jeſty the ſame Day. | 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to congratulatd 
you, and all the Inhabitants of Tobago z 
that we form Part of an Empire, whoſe 
Laws are the Emanations of Wiſdom, far 
the Happineſs of Mankind, | 

The Contraſt of the Rank ye hold in So- 
ciety, compared with that ye held, when 
under the Dominion of Great-Britain ; 
muſt fill your Minds with Adoration, to the 
Supreme Being ; and Gratitude, to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly ; whom He has employed, 
to eſtabliſh the Happineſs, of ſuch Num- 
bers of His Creatures, | 

. Ye were formerly conſidered, as depen» 
dant on, not as forming a Part of, the 
Britiſh Empire and only conſidered as a 

March, 1790. 
| Means, 


— 
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| Means, of contributing to the Reſources 
of that Nation ; whoſe Proſperity ye were 
to promote, though your own Ruin ſhould 
be the Conſequence. 

While the Legiſlature of Great-Britain, 
and a great Part of the Nation, are taking 
every Step in their Power, to deſtroy the 
Fortunes, and to ſtigmatize the Character, 
of their Coloniſts; in a Manner, that diſ- 
honours alike their Heads and their Hearts ; 
your Legiſlature treats you, with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Attention ; allows, that ye ; 
alone are proper Judges, of what Means 
may be neceſſary, for the Security of your 
Rights and Liberties, and for enſuring your 
Proſperity. They, the Repreſentatives of 
Twenty-four Millions of People, ſay, even 
to the Inhabitants of Tobago: We do not 
Wiſh you, to ſacrifice any Part of your In- 
tereſt to ours. As far as they are recipro- 
cal, we truſt ye will do, what good Senſe 
muſt dictate; but, your Happineſs is our 
firſt Object; and, of the Means of ſecuring 
that, ye are the- beſt Judges, r 

L 2 "How 
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"How Aifferent the Treatment, of the Bri- 
tiſh Colonies! Their Inhabitants are treat- 
ed as Beings, who deſerve neither Encou- 
ragement, nor Protection; as Monſters, 
neither actuated by the Principles of Hu- 
manity, nor of Self-Intereſt; and whoſe 
Evidence (in Matters, of which they alone 
can be competent Judges) ought not to be 
admitted; or, on which, if admitted, no 
Reliance ought to be placed. 

Your Duty to yourſelves, and to all con- 
nected with you, as well as the Happineſs 
of the future Inhabitants of Tobago; will 
point out the Neceſſity of your maturely 
conſidering, what the National Aſſembly, 
and his Majeſty, have ſubmitted to your 
Deliberation. I am convinced, no partial 
Intereſt will interfere, with the Means of 
making the Colony flouriſh ; and that its 
Proſperity muſt contribute, to the Aggran- 
dizement of that Empire, under whoſe Pro- 
tection it will enjoy all the Bleſſings, which 
real Liberty can beſtow, Such are the Mo- 
tives, that will - regulate your Deciſions g 
and will enſure to you the Approbation, 
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En 
of thoſe enlightened, and beneficent Minds, 
who are to judge, not of what ſhall con- 
tribute to your Happineſs; but, whether 
the Means ye propoſe, do not * 
the general Good. 

That it may merit their 4 
and conſequently obtain the Sanction of his 
Majeſty ; that it may enſure the Proſperity 
of Tobago, and the Happineſs of her Inha- 
bitants, is the ſincere Wiſh, | 


ara 


Of your &c.” 


THE END. 


ERRORS of the PRESS. 


Page Line Read 
25 12 sth. 13th, 
_— x carrying crying 
3 3 Parent-Hand Parent- Land 
67 9a great Number a Number. 


Omitted, Page 68, after Line 3, the following Paragraph. 


But it cannot be neceſſary, to remind the watchful, as 
pious, Guardian of Britiſh-Navigators, that, in the Night 
of the zoth of October laſt, near a Hundred Ships, and 
other coaſting Veſlels were loſt, or driven on Shore, both on 
the Eaſt and Weſt Coaſts of this Ifland ; when great Num- 
bers, of both Crews and Cargoes, periſhed ; many of thoſe, 
being Ships with Coals from Newcaſtle ; others, on * Coats 
of Cumberland and Scotland. 


Thus evident it is, that, though Providence equally ſu- 
perintend the Land and the Water ; the torrid, and the tem- 
perate Climes; the Loſſes in our own Seas, and round our 
own Shores, may often be computed to exceed, by the 
Storms of one Night, thoſe of Sailors and Ships, in the 
African Voyages of a whole Year. Shall trade be any where 
given up, becauſe Tempeſts may aſſail it? Shall this City, 
for Inſtance, be deprived of Coals a ſingle Seaſon, becauſe 
Colliers, like other Veſſels, may be caſt away ; becauſe 
Misfortunes may happen, in a precarious World, not only 
by Land, but by Water? Or can ſpirited Sailors fear Duty | 
in the hotteſt Climate, when they can promiſe no more 
ſafety in the Cold? 


